Zimbabwe Crisis Appeal

Zimbabwe is a nation in crisis. Poverty is rife, chronic malnutrition is
widespread and aid agencies are warning that 5 million people, almost
half the population, face starvation by early next year.

The economy is in meltdown, the rate of inflation is the highest in the world and the
country’s infrastructure is in a state of collapse. There is a severe shortage of water,
electricity, fuel, communications
and cash. Tension is mounting
on the streets as Zimbabweans
stand in queues for hours on
end to withdraw a daily cash
allowance that will not even buy
a loaf of bread.

A cholera epidemic has already claimed the lives of hundreds, has
infected thousands and is spreading fast. The outbreak is largely a result
of the breakdown of basic water and sanitation services. A lack of even
the most basic medical supplies is severely hindering treatment and is
resulting in needless deaths from dehydration.

It's a bleak picture, yet in the midst of this humanitarian catastrophe the
church in Zimbabwe is declaring hope and truth. Churches have united
to run a campaign to ‘Feed the Nation’ through Farming God’s Way*,

a method of farming developed within the Newfrontiers churches that
results in yields which are typically 10 times higher than conventional
farming methods.

A mobile road show has visited Zimbabwe’s major towns and cities
ahead of the planting season. Thousands have been taught how to apply
Biblical principles to farming and pass on what they have learned in their
communities. ATV series has been produced and is currently being aired
at prime times on Zimbabwe TV. Instruction booklets on Farming God’s
Way are being produced and distributed in their thousands. The church

is doing everything possible to get the nation
Farming God’s Way.

In spite of chronic seed shortages,
Zimbabweans are being encouraged to be
faithful with what they have — the land — and
trust God to add to it.
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At a recent road show event attended by over 1500, God demonstrated his
faithfulness incredibly:

At the end of the day, in a question and answer time about Farming God'’s Way,
an old man stood and said, “But | have no seed — how can | farm?”

One of the speakers stood and reiterated what he had been teaching about
faithfulness. He asked the man,

“Do you have land?”

“Yes” the man nodded.

“Do you have a hoe?” asked the speaker.

The man nodded again.

“Then you must be faithful with what you have and prepare your plot. Trust God
and He will add to it.”
At that moment, a leader of one of the churches stood up and said, “You won’t
know this, and we didn’t either, but we have just heard that someone here has arranged for seed from South Africa. A truck has
just arrived outside with enough maize for everyone.” Not surprisingly the place erupted!

The leader then asked people to make a paper cone from the A4 flyer they had been given. As they left every single cone was filled.

In an agriculturally-based economy, the impact of this increase in
production would be huge and hope is returning to people throughout
Zimbabwe. If one million people start Farming God’s Way this season,
the impending food crisis could be avoided and the nation could be fed.

In just one season a farmer adopting Farming God’s Way methods can
experience transformation in his lifestyle and:

— Feed his family
— Have seed left over to plant the following year
— Sell the surplus, thereby alleviating poverty and bringing dignity

So far, in 24 Newfrontiers congregations around the country, teams have been mobilised for training people in Farming God’s
Way and have this season linked in excess of 4800 church and community members to markets for their excess produce.

Programmes are being run for the practical and spiritual equipping of the churches in both urban and rural contexts. The objective of
the training is that the churches will be practically self-sustaining in all areas of life including food, health and education, as well as
theologically self-sustaining with elders being appointed in each church and mission as a fundamental focus.

A senior leader of the Newfrontiers Churches in Zimbabwe says, “We are expectant that as churches turn to Jesus with singular
wholeheartedness, refusing the compromise and lure of the world, we will see radically relevant preaching of the gospel in
words and actions. | believe that through this crisis many churches will be planted and strengthened and that God’s kingdom will
be advanced with great power and eternal effect.”

*Farming God’s Way is an apostolic initiative for preaching the gospel, strengthening & planting churches and extending the kingdom
of God with an emphasis on sustainable agriculture as a model for life-transformation of individuals, communities and nations



